[Clinical pathology of chronic hyperplastic laryngitis. 1. The epithelial structure of the transitional zone of the larynx].
Premalignant changes of the epithelium are most likely to be first observed in the transitional zone between squamous and respiratory epithelium in the larynx. The characteristics of this region were assessed in 115 biopsies. Considerable variation was observed in the type of epithelial lining and its grade of differentiation. Two types of glandular structures were seen: small salivary glands and adenoid crypts. The latter have not previously been described in this area. Morphologically they resemble Brunn's cell nests in the urinary bladder. The epithelium of the transitional zone with its crypts and pseudocarcinomatous hyperplasia must be carefully distinguished from dysplasia.